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Another Fantastic International
Railfair in Roseville, CA!

***
We have reported on this show in each of our December issues
since 2004. We are always encouraged at how consistently
enjoyable the show is and how much fun we have there.
Except for one miss, we have attended every year since 1992
and have always regretted the one that we missed. It is the
show that we encourage all rail fans to attend, visit the nearby
Western Railway Museum in Fairfield, CA; visit the California
Railway Museum in Sacramento or just go to San Francisco
and enjoy the 'F' line.

This years show was no exception. We have reported on the
various aspects of this show in each of our December issues
since 2004 but this year we will concentrate on the item that
make this model train show continue to shine.

The basic concept of the show goes back to the many clubs
that form the basis of the shows. The four diverse model
railroad clubs that form the nucleus of this show are the
Roseville Model Railroad Club, the European Train
Enthusiasts, the Sierra Division PCR/NMRA and the
Sacramento Modular Railroaders.

The show is set-up for both the comfort of the public and the
participants. There is free and reasonably close parking for all
participants and attendees. While vehicles are not allowed
inside the buildings, there are many doors and entry placed that
vehicles can get close to to minimize the distance to your
location. To ensure that the vendors needs are accommodated,
the show producers have arranged with the Rainbow Girls to
provide a Vendor Breakfast during Saturday and Sunday
mornings and even Tri-Tip sandwiches Friday evening during
the heavy set-up hours.

Many of the show vendors are small operations who can not
handle credit card transactions. The Fairgrounds has placed at
least three ATMs, including one mobile ATM strategically
around the show for the convenience of the attendees. This
removes another excuse for not purchasing that special item
that you have found.

Trolleyville is Seeking Your
Opinions and Modeling Hints!

***

Within the next twelve months, there will be new trolley
models in different scales introduced to the general public. This
means we will have an opportunity to get new traction
modelers. Some of the more senior modelers developed
methods of doing things before some of the current products
were available, consequently there may be newer and better
ways to do things. We invite anyone with any contribution to
contact the Times. It does not cost you anything to get your
article on-line. We would like to present as much variety as
possible to our readers. The purpose of Trolleyville is to
promote trolley modeling by providing quality accurate
information to modelers. If you use a traction product and wish
to tell us about it, pros or cons, please let us know so we can
share it with our readers. Responses in Microsoft Word are
preferred.
_______________________________________________

The Ink Was Hardly Dry....
***

In our last issue, the Times pleaded for a higher level of mutual
respect among model trolley suppliers and for increased respect
of each other's work. Last month, during a discussion of
models desired on the 'hotractionmodeling' yahoo site, one
member stated that he would love to see a resin model made of
a Chicago, Aurora & Elgin Interurban. When it was mentioned
that a brass model had been made at one time, another member,
who is also a model traction supplier and the site moderator,
posted message number #6177:

"...If someone has one of the brass models they wouldn't
mind sacrificing to make a resin kit, I'd be willing to work a
deal with you. Contact me if you are interested..."

Less than a hour later, message #6178 was posted by another
member, also a traction supplier:

"...That sounds like a blatant invitation to be an accessory to
a deliberate violation of the US copyright laws, or worse. Is
that how you made the rest of "your" models?...."

As a result of the last message, almost two days of heated
messages were posted by many members of the site, which
eventually resulted in the author of message #6178 being
threatened with removal from the site. That member actually
instantly replied the moment he received that insulting posting.
In his reply he stated that (a) he would not tolerate any such
copying of his products now or in the future and (b) he was
unsubscribing IMMEDIATELY after replying in disgust at the
list owner and his published business practices. This resulted in
the moderator censoring/removing over 22 messages and as a
result a textbook lesson on how NOT to moderate a chat room
was presented.

In our opinion, several mistakes were made here, some with
good intentions and some without.

First of all, the first message was posted by the moderator
himself. When the moderator noted that the message was being
misconstrued, it was his paramount duty to clarify it as soon as
possible. Had he done that the next events would have probably
never happened.

Second, the poster of the second message should have realized
that the words 'trademark' and 'copyright' are words similar to
'abortion' and when you use them, a furor will follow. The sad
result is that the real purpose and intent of his message was
never delivered, lost on the group and was conveniently buried.

Now for the exhumation. The main issue here is that the first
message implied that the author of the first message intended to
take a model made by someone else and copy it without any
permission from or coordination with the original supplier.
Almost two days later, he clarified his intentions with message
6232, which as of the press date of this edition had not yet been
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The current economic conditions did have its effect on the
show attendance as only a little over 1500 people attended this
years show, an all-time low. Almost 2100 attended last year.
The current situation also seemed to have changed the buying
habits of the attendees as there appeared to be more cash
purchases than previously experienced.

The variety of traction items at the show remained unchanged.
some of the items available are shown in the following
photographs:

The live steam modelers, the "ride-em" miniature train along
with the hand-car rides, all show staples, were on hand for this
show for public enjoyment.

So the model train show season is now officially here. Check
the Great Train Expo, Greenberg's Train & Toy Show and
Worlds' Greatest Hobby on Tour schedules along with your
local club and hobby shop sponsored shows to ensure that you
do not miss one!

censored/removed. But would it not have been better to have
clarified his intentions immediately and not allow almost two
days of bitter exchanges to take place on a site that he is the
'moderator'? Also the admonishment given in public at the end
of his lengthy explanation would have better been done in
private.

Traction suppliers, in our current economic situation, MUST
work together and not AT each other. We applaud actions of
large suppliers like Bowser and Con-Cor who both decided to
make PCC car models and made sure that each project would
not affect the other. We likewise applaud actions of smaller
suppliers like Miniatures by Eric, and Custom Traxx that have
co-operated on new HO scale kits for the Kansas City PCC, the
San Francisco Milano Peter Witt and the Canadian Light Rail
Vehicle, all using the Bowser traction mechanism. When we
asked Custom Traxx about these new models, they told us that
most of the enjoyment of the developing these models was
working with other professional competent business men and
traction modelers such as Geoff Baxter, Eric Courtney, Lee
English, John Kennedy, Greg King and Joel Lovitch.

In other words, the emphasis should be on better business
ethics between all model traction suppliers. We should all be
trying to promote the hobby but not at the expense at each
other. It will take the united effort of all traction suppliers to
keep this hobby viable. Remember this is not Rocket Science
or National Defense... It's trolley modeling......for fun and
relaxation!

Lastly, the major purpose of chat rooms is to encourage people
to discuss items of interest in a free-for-all type atmosphere.
Sometimes there will be heated statements and occasionally,
there has to be a calming influence. In our opinion, it is the job
of the moderator to put out brush fires before they burn down
half of the county. It is especially peculiar for a chat room
moderator to start a fire, let it burn and then two days later
admonish members and then arbitrarily remove postings. It
does no good to remove postings that have been on the web for
more than four hours, anyway. The damage is done. Everyone
has seen them and now that they know that they may disappear,
they are copied and broadcast all over the internet. And lastly,
all the messages that were censored/removed from this site
would not have existed had the moderator acted rapidly to
correct his own error!

Members posting messages on any chat room must remember
understand that the web is infinite. Once anything enters the
Internet, it gets a life of its own. Censoring or removing
messages that are not profane or personally insulting to one or
more members does not bring that fact home. If some of the
insane, angry and irrational statements were left on the web,
some of these people would learn a valuable lesson. In more
than one case, the moderator/censor actually helped prevent
other members from knowing the true nature of some of those
who posted messages.

Finally, many traction suppliers are one or two person
businesses and most of these people are known to most of the
industry on a first name basis. Messages not worded correctly,
without thought or containing veiled insults can negatively
influence potential customers and that is not in the best
interests of any business.

In conclusion, chat rooms are a very good source of
information and can offer great enjoyment. But when
improperly used they can be a source of unwanted reactions
and pain to individuals. So, all users should be very mindful of
the pitfalls when responding to messages. Maybe a count to ten
or "sleeping on it" should be enacted before responding in
some cases!
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